Child sexual abuse examination: is there a need for routine screening for N. gonorrhoeae?
To determine the yield of routine vaginal cultures for Neisseria gonorrhoeae from asymptomatic girls following sexual abuse. Cultures were obtained from 865 prepubertal girls seen within 72 hours following an assault. Adult females (2743), age 18 or older, who were treated according to the same protocol constitute the control group. Data were analyzed using chi square analysis and comparison of proportions. It was found that 165 (4.6%) cultures were positive for N. gonorrhoeae. Of the 2743 adults, 153 were positive (5.6%) compared with 12 of the 865 prepubertal girls (1.4%). The differences are statistically significant. All 12 prepubertal children who had positive vaginal cultures for N. gonorrhoeae revealed that they had signs of acute vulvovaginitis. Routine vaginal cultures in asymptomatic prepubertal girls may not be indicated as part of the initial evaluation.